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A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY OF THE CIVIL 

CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, WILL BE HELD IN THE THIRD FLOOR 

ASSEMBLY ROOM AT THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON TUESDAY, 

FEBRUARY 19, 2008 AT 10:00 A.M. 

 

PRESENT:  Matt Denison, Carl Malysz, Kay Garry, Major Sherri Knight, Code 
Enforcement Officer Pam Badger, Traffic Director Dennis Smith, Fire Chief Matt Juliot, 
Street Dept Director Mickey Thompson, Deputy City Clerk Mindy Milburn, Building 
Commissioner Ron Hartman, Flood control Director Ron Granger, David Hall, Animal 
control, Shane Gibson City Attorney 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

Mr. Denison called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 

Item #1 Jeremy Murphy/Dale Schmidt re: curb cut at 129 Main Street 

 

Mr. Schmidt presented a diagram to the board for a 20ft curb cut at 129 Main Street. He 
explained that this is for Home Trust Reality and they have absolutely no parking on site 
and would like to correct this issue especially with the new YMCA coming in. He stated 
that he would like for this to be permanent parking to correct any issues that they might 
have in the future.  
 
Mr. Denison asked if they could take this under advisement to do an on-site inspection of 
the property and asked Mr. Schmidt to leave his contact information so that they could set 
up a time that was convenient for him as well.  
 
Mr. Malysz stated that the City has zoning requirements for paving of City lots so they 
would need to discuss these issues with planning and zoning. 
 
Mr. Denison stated that this area is also on a state highway and they may not be able to 
do this but that he will check into it.  
 

Item # 2 John Miller, New Albany Community Housing re: street closing at 708 

Culbertson Avenue.  
 
Mr. Miller explained that the water main is on the opposite side of Culbertson and they 
will need to close it to do work on Thursday and Friday.  
 
Mr. Denison stated that they will need to get with Mr. Thompson for the correct permits.  
 
Mr. Miller stated that this may take less time but they want to be on the safe side. He 
explained that there would be no room for emergency vehicles but there are alternate 
ways to get around in that area.  
 

Mr. Garry moved to approve the street closing at 708 Culbertson, Mr. Denison 

second, all voted in favor.  

 
 

Item # 3 Tom Schellenberg, Jacobi, Toombs and Lanz Daisy Lane Phase II 

 
Mr. Schellenberg addressed the board about Phase II of the Daisy Lane project and 
presented a diagram of the progress from Phase I-III. He explained that Commissioner’s 
office asked him to come before the board to ask that the construction be done under “no 
thru traffic” because of the extra time and cost it would take to do this with the site open 
to thru traffic. He discussed the detour possibilities and issues with keeping it open.  
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Mr. Denison asked if he needs the board to take action today or if he is just bringing 
them up to date.  
 
Mr. Schellenberg said that he is not in a huge rush right now so it is entirely up to the 
board.  
 
Mrs. Garry expressed her concerns about the suggested detour routes because of her 
experience in this area she thinks it will be impossible for the people to get in and out of 
their neighborhoods and it could be very dangerous.  
 
Mr. Malysz stated that it is unfortunate that the street system is so bad in that area but 
redevelopment has discussed this and it would take more time and cost more if they do 
not close the road. He explained that they are committed to the project and need it to be 
done but this obviously needs to be discussed with the police and fire department, but 
they can go ahead and tell the engineer to move forward with the design for the 
construction to be done with the road closed to through traffic and then present to the 
board a detailed description of the planned detour.  
 

There was a lengthy discussion about the Coyle Drive neighborhood and the 

difficulties that will come with this construction.  

 

Mr. Malysz stated that this project needs to be closed to thru traffic as difficult as it will 
be but it has to be done.  
 
Mrs. Garry asked how long this was going to take.  
 
Mr. Schellenberg stated about 5 months 
 
Chief Juliot asked if he would still be able to have access to get emergency vehicles 
down Daisy Lane because this could cause some problems if they aren’t able to. 
 
Mr. Malysz asked Mr. Schellenberg to contact all the different departments involved and 
come up with the most effective plan. 
 

Mr. Malysz made a motion to move forward with the plans for a detour and local 

access for phase II & III contingent upon them contacting the relevant departments 

to get their input, Mrs. Garry second with the advisement that the plan needs to be 

safe for all the citizens of New Albany, all voted in favor.  

 

  

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Item # 1  Mickey Thompson re: New Albany Youth Baseball request for guard rails 

and caution light 

 

Mr. Denison asked if anyone had any updates on this and stated that he would like to get 
together with everyone this week and work on this.  
 
Mr. Thompson said the issue is that there is a “no parking” sign posted but people are 
still parking along the side of the road. He stated that there doesn’t necessarily need to be 
a guard rail but something to stop the cars from parking in this area.  
 
Mr. Malysz asked that they get with Elizabeth Coyle to discuss this as well.  
 
Mr. Denison asked everyone to coordinate on this and they will hopefully be ready to 
make a decision by next week.  
 
Mr. Gibson stated that there could also be some liability with the individuals parking 
along the side of the road in this area.  
 
Mr. Thompson stated that was one of their biggest concerns 
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Mr. Malysz stated that the issue is that they need an alternate place to park and that 
might be something they need to look into.  

 

Item #2 Michael Futter re: opening of alley behind 707 W. Spring that was closed 

off and turned into a backyard. 

 

Mr. Denison explained that Mr. Futter had addressed the board at the last meeting and he 
wanted to speak with Mr. Gibson about reopening this alley.  
 
Major Knight stated that she went out to look at the property and it doesn’t look like 
there was an alley there.  
 
Mr. Denison stated that it hasn’t been vacated and there used to be an alley behind this 
property. He explained that they would discuss this with Mrs. Coyle and come back with 
it next week.  

 
 
COMMUNICATIONS - CITY OFFICIALS: 
 

Mrs. Garry presented claims totaling $6,012,056.73 that included the following: 

 

Payroll X2    $1,967,000.00 
Sewer Fund    $113,799.00 
Parks Department   $31,871.00 
Medical Drug    $295,000.00 
Grant Line Rd. Bond   $186,160.00 
Daisy Lane    $34,654.62 
Redevelopment   $37,557.00 
Stormwater    $49,524.00 
Street Department   $33,926.00 
TIF Grant Line   $1,653,368.00 
EDIT     $447,000.00 
 

Mr. Denison moved to approve, Mr. Malysz second, all voted in favor. 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC: 

 

Mr. Peters stated that he was told by the board that if they wanted to come back to the 
board after bringing their initial concerns with the downtown area then they were more 
than welcome and he explained that this time they brought some photos of the problem 
areas.  
 
Mr. Denison stated that he would like to run through the list of issues that they brought 
before the board last time and give them updates in each area. He stated that Ms. Badger 
was sent to  218 Pearl Street and has dealt with the owner a few times in recent years and 
asked for an update on her findings and where they are at with regards to this issue.  
 
Ms. Badger stated that the owner has several issues that he would like to address so she 
thinks it would be a good idea to get with Mr. Gibson and discuss exactly which 
ordinance issue they are dealing with. 
 
Mr. Malysz stated that this property has a bunch of debris that has been orally addressed 
and there is a zoning issue with this property regarding it being used as a warehouse and 
no special exception has been made with regards to them. He explained that they will 
need to talk with the owner about the other issues but it will be communicated to him 
today that the issues with the debris and zoning must be taken care of immediately and it 
is not negotiable.  
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Mr. Denison addressed the issue that Mr. Peters brought up regarding street cleaning and 
explained that in the past downtown has been swept as many as three times a week and 
this last year it was done twice a week. He stated that this will begin April 1st and run 
until October 31st but if there is a problem area to please keep the board informed and it is 
certainly something they could communicate to the street department. He stated that he 
will work with Mr. Thompson to put together some type of schedule that they can 
distribute downtown as well as in the media outlets. He stated that the next issue was 
plantings along various islands in the downtown area and he explained that flood control 
purchases weed killer every year and they guys go around downtown once the riverfront 
is taken care of to help the street department. He asked Mr. Granger when this would 
begin  
 
Mr. Granger stated they just go out to help the street department so it will depend on 
their work load.  
 
Mr. Denison stated that the believes this is a concern that they have caught in the off-
months but he understands that they need to be proactive and pay closer attention to these 
issues even if they are off season.  
 
Mr. Malysz stated that the mayor is very interested in working with the public towards 
beautification of the downtown area but they have not had the time to structure anything 
specific. He stated that they are poised to implement signage improvements and how they 
would go about doing so and he explained that they do have money in place now to move 
forward. He stated that the conversion of the one-way streets is going to be a lengthy 
process that will not be taken care of simply by changing signs. He explained that they 
are working to make this an easy transition for everyone in the city and he assured them 
that there is work being done on the financial side of things to get this project in the 
works. He stated that the mayor wants to address the general conditions of the roads as 
well so that this two-way system will be appealing and useful for property owners.  
 
Mr. Peters stated that they are not looking for a quick fix but something that is long term 
that will carry on to many administrations to come. He stated that at some point they 
would like to talk about concerns many of the business owners have about how hard 
Harvest Homecoming is on the downtown businesses. He explained that they have been 
working with the individuals from the Harvest Homecoming who are very willing to 
discuss with them what issues that they may have but he just wanted to inform the board 
that it may come before them at some point.  
 
Mr. Malysz asked if they could get a list of things they are having issue with and they 
could go ahead and start looking at them.  
 
Mr. Sprecher stated that he has been coming to this board since 1999 about a vacant 
house at 1817 Conservative. He stated that this property has been condemned, declared a 
fire hazard, had problems with drugs, and they also found some dogs caged up inside the 
home. He stated that he has been coming to this board for ten years and with the new 
administration and new faces on the board he is hopeful that something would be done.  
 
Mr. Denison stated that this property has had several inspections and asked that Mr. 
Hartman get with Mr. Sprecher to see where this is at.  
 
Mr. Hartman stated that this house is on the next list to be demolished.  
 
Mr. Denison stated that because of funding they weren’t able to do it in the past but they 
can now move forward because there is funding available and asked Mr. Hartman to 
show Mr. Sprecher the paperwork stating when this property would be demolished and 
asked that he report back to the board about the next listing of unsafe houses that are 
going to be demolished.  
 
 

 

BIDS: 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

Mrs. Garry moved to approve the Meeting minutes from February 12
th
, Mr. 

Denison second, all voted in favor 

 
 

ADJOURN: 

 
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 11:04 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
Matthew Denison, President    Marcey Wisman, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 


